Minutes

 of the

St. Clair County Fire Chiefs
 And
 MABAS Division 32 Meeting
December 7, 2006

The joint meeting of the Association and the Fire Protection Districts was called to order at 7:00pm.

The districts held a portion of their meeting and then the meeting was recessed for dinner. 
The Chiefs association meeting was called to order by President Feher at 7:41pm.
President Feher introduced Nick Gariani with STARRS.  Nick gave an overview of how STARRS was conceived and has developed.  Several initiatives and funding sources were highlighted that STARRS is working in.  One major project being developed is a virtual EOC.  The patient tracking system is currently being used in the City of St. Louis.  Expansion of the system will be in the near future.  A universal ID card system is being put together now.  The system should be online in the near future.  The photo capture systems are being distributed at this time.   
ESDA – Bob Knight advised that the emergency cost form were faxed to all departments today for possible reimbursement for the winter storms last week.  Several forms are available for dealing with storm debris.  

CENCOM – during the storms last week, CENCOM dispatched 252 fire calls and transferred 292 calls.  They took in 2040 calls for help on Thursday.  Friday saw another 2000 + calls.  The CENCOM telecommunicators are to be commended for their efforts. 

CENCOM will be hiring one full time and two part time telecommunicators.  A sixth operating position will be created. 

SCSESA – President Feher introduced Chief Randy Lay and Deputy Chief Brian Donley.  SCSESA gave an overview of the capabilities of the association and some of the responses that the association has been involved with.  An overview of the equipment was also given.  If requested, SCSESA will come out to the county departments and demonstrate some of the equipment and capabilities of the team.   
President Feher introduced Charles Kofron with St. Clair County Data Processing.  Mr. Kofron gave an update on where the mapping system is at this time.  Several areas of conflict have been identified and are being worked on.  A committee has been looking at trying to resolve some of the issues, and if they still remain unresolved, the States Attorney will be consulted for a resolution.  Once completed, data processing will provide maps books to your department and a CD of all maps will be provided.  Evacuation routes of the county are being looked at by the county.  The county is looking at pictometry for the urban areas of the county.  A demo of the system will be on December 12th.  Camp Jackson is working on locating their fire hydrants at this time, and Prairie Du Pont will be working on the fire hydrants next.  
9-1-1 -  Fairview Heights will be coming online with the 800 MHz system.  The fire department will be first followed by the Police Department and public works.  O’Fallon will be looking at the system next year.  The simulcast paging system is still being worked on.  The CAD system contract has been signed.  Work on the system has begun and after the first of the year, departments will be contacted for information.  The online goal is 18 months.  Greg Render and Lee Smith visited a town near Canton, Ohio to evaluate a system that is currently online.  Several areas were identified that will help bring our system online to include box cards.  A report has been prepared and will be presented to the 9-1-1 board at their next meeting.  L. Kimball and Associates will be doing an evaluation of the paging system in the county, both the voice pagers and text pagers.  An upgrade of the system will also be looked at to allow the tower sites to “hear” the radio system.  The evaluation should take about 10 weeks after the ETSB approves the project.  
SWIC – Lee Smith advised that SWIC will be establishing a scholarship fund on behalf of Don Feher.  The spring 07 schedule is out.  The new training center should be done by February 1, 2007.  Some of the spring courses will still be held at fire stations since the training center will not be completed when the courses start.  A Cameo class will be held in February at the SWIC Granite City Campus.  LSU will put on the class.  16 persons will be needed for the class to take place.  
IFCA – Several chiefs in the county received service pins for their membership and were presented to the members by President Feher.

Lyn Mueller – 5yr

Joe Hogg – 5yr

Kevin Pullman – 5yr

Aaron Hoock – 5yr

The IFCA is looking at legislation to provide funding to haz-mat teams to keep equipment certified and calibrated.  

2007 Dues – Motion was made and seconded to make the 2007 dues for the chiefs association $50.00.  Motion passed.
Election of officers – the nominating committee presented the following slate for 2007:
Brent Saunders – President

Lee Smith – Vice President

Tom Elliff – Secretary/ Treasurer

Joe Hogg – Director

Aaron Hoock – Director

David Owens – Director

Bob Belba – Director

Nominations from the floor were opened.  No further nominations were made. Motion was made and seconded to accept the slate by acclimation. 

Motion was made for the executive committee to appoint Don Feher special liaison for the chiefs association to represent our interests at the state level.  Motion was seconded.  Motion passed. 

Motion to adjourn at 9:27

MABAS Division 32 meeting was called to order at 9:27

A letter was received back from MABAS regarding our intention to waive the 2006 MABAS dues that Division 32 voted on at the September meeting.  MABAS is forwarding our letter to the executive board and we will see if any other correspondence will be received. 
St. Charles City, MO has signed the paperwork and has joined MABAS Division 32.

The relationships with Region C continue to develop for additional departments to join.  

2007 Dues – Motion was made and seconded to make the 2007 dues for MABAS Division 32 $75.00.  Motion passed.

Motion was made and seconded to adjourn.

Meeting was adjourned at 9:45pm

